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SUBJECT: COHEP REFUSES TO JOIN ADVISORY COUNCIL 

REF.: TEGUCIGALPA 2205 (DTG 042125Z MAY 76) 

1 . AS EXPECTED THE HONDURAN COUNCIL OF PRIVATE ENTER- 
PRISE (COHEP) HAS DECIDED NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL. COHEP ISSUED A STATEMENT ON 
MAY 7, INDICATING THAT THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT TAKEAINTO 
CONSIDERATION COHEP'S VIEWS AS TO HOW THE COUNCIL SHOULD 
BE FORMED. THE STATEMENT FURTHER SAID THAT THE COUNCIL 

WOULD NOT BE REPRESENTATIVE AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT IN- 
TENDED TO POSTPONE ELECTIONS UNTIL 1979, REGARDLESS OF 
WHAT THE COUNCIL RECOMMENDED. FURTHER, THE STATEMENT 
OBSERVED THAT. WITHOUT THE PARTICIPATION OF THE TRADITIONAL 
POLITICAL PARTIES, THE COUNCIL WOULD BE UNABLE TO DRAW 
UP AN ADEQUATE ELECTORAL STATUTE. COHEP ALSO VIEWS THE 
COUNCIL AS BECOMING A FORUM FOR CLASS CONFLICT. 
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2. BEGIN COMMENT: COHEP WILL UNDOUBTEDLY JOIN THE TRA- 
DITIONAL PARTIES IN CONTINUING TO CRITICIZE THE GOVERNMENT 
AND PRESS FOR A RAPID RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONALITY. SUCH 
CRITICISM WILL INCLUDE THE COUNCIL SHOULD IT PROVE SSUPPORTIVE 
OF GOVERNMENT INTERESTS. END COMMENT. 
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